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Guide to Today’s Discussion

• Continuation of August 2018 Council item

• Outreach summary

• Key stakeholder themes

• Ecosystem Amendment context and vision

• Review existing and proposed policies and 
recommendations related to physical habitat aspects of 
Ecosystem Amendment

• Implementation aspects and Performance Measures @ 
November 2018 Council meeting
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Ecosystem Amendment Outreach

• Council listening sessions

• Staff briefings and outreach

• Ongoing outreach through selected forums

• Interagency Committee meetings

• Council meetings

• Ecosystem Amendment open house
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Ecosystem Amendment Outreach

Listening sessions and targeted outreach have included the following entities: 

• State and federal wildlife agencies

• California Natural Resources Agency

• NGOs (Audubon, American Rivers, Public Policy Institute, Yolo Basin 
Foundation etc.)

• County Planning Offices

• County Ag Commissioners

• California Biodiversity Council Interagency Advisory Team 

• Suisun Marsh Principles 

• Delta Protection Commission (DPC) – staff and Commission 

• Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy – staff and Board 

• State Water Contractors 

(See July 2018 Council meeting staff report for detailed list of outreach)
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Ecosystem Amendment Outreach - Key Stakeholder Themes

1. Natural Communities: Broaden the focus beyond fish to include other 
natural communities. Further define multi-benefit habitat restoration 
projects (e.g., flood protection and fish habitat) in the context of the 
Delta.

2. Natural Resource Management: Use innovative, evidenced-based 
approaches to: a) Move beyond mitigation; mitigation is intended to maintain 
the existing conditions, and is not the same as restoration; b) Focus on ecological 
function and process when undertaking restoration; and c) Consider how working 
lands can improve restoration opportunities, in particular those lands which are 
adjacent to conservation lands. 

3. Landscape Outcomes: Develop clear and “SMART” ecological goals and 
objectives that are measurable, using best available science. 
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Ecosystem Amendment Outreach - Key Stakeholder Themes

4. Role of the Delta. Within a broader context, consider what will be 
needed to support populations of wildlife and fish given recent 
landscape-scale conservation planning within the Sacramento and San 
Joaquin River watersheds and other tributaries when defining the scope 
of restoration within the Delta.

5. Delta as an evolving place: a) Consider and respect local land use in 
restoration planning as is outlined in the existing Delta Plan policy DP P2; 
b) Comprehensively consider the benefits that restoration can have to 
society (e.g. cultural values, ecosystem services); c) recognize and 
increase opportunities for education and nature-based recreation within 
the Delta; and d) engage local communities in conservation planning, 
with support for restoration of current public lands.
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Ecosystem Amendment – Future Opportunities for 
Engagement

• November 2018 – Council meeting discussion on proposed 
institutional regulatory policies, recommendations, and 
performance measures

• January 2019 – Council meeting discussion on Public Draft 
Ecosystem Amendment; Public comment period on Draft 
Ecosystem Amendment

• February 2019 – Public workshop on Draft Ecosystem 
Amendment

• March 2019 – Council meeting and project description approval

• March – Fall 2019 – CEQA including public comment and 
meetings
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The Delta Reform Act 2009 provides goals, strategies for 
protecting, restoring and enhancing the Delta Ecosystem: 

• Coequal Goals
• Target Characteristics:

• Viable populations of native resident and migratory species
• Functional corridors for migratory species
• Diverse and biologically appropriate habitats for ecosystem process
• Reduced threats and stresses on the Delta Ecosystem
• Conditions conducive to meeting or exceeding recovery plans and salmon 

doubling goals

• Strategies to achieve characteristics:
• Restore large areas of interconnected habitats within the Delta and its 

watershed by 2100.
• Establish migratory corridors for fish, birds, and other ecosystems.
• Improve water quality for drinking, ag, and ecosystem
• Restore habitat necessary to avoid a net loss of migratory bird habitat and, 

where feasible, increase migratory bird habitat to promote viable populations of 
migratory birds.

• Use best available science
• Quantified or measurable targets
• Science-based, transparent, and formal adaptive management 

strategy
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Delta Plan Chapter 4 Provides a Vision for a Restored Delta:

“Achieving the coequal goal of 
ecosystem protection, restoration, 
and enhancement means successfully 

establishing a resilient, functioning 
estuary and surrounding 
terrestrial landscape capable of 
supporting viable populations of 
native resident and migratory 
species with diverse and 
biologically appropriate habitats, 
functional corridors, and 
ecosystem processes.”
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Delta Plan Chapter 4 Defines Restoration, Protection, and 
Enhancement:



What’s Currently in the Delta Plan?
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Core Strategies

• Create more natural functional 
flows

• Restore habitat

• Improve water quality to protect 
the ecosystem

• Prevent introduction of and 
manage non-native species 
impacts

• Improve hatcheries and harvest 
management

Regulatory policy and recommendation framework that provides 

high-level restoration guidance (e.g., ER P2, Appendix 3) & focuses 

on the protection of opportunities for ecosystem restoration



Updating the Delta Plan to Achieve the Vision
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• What: Priority restoration actions 
& conservation targets focused on 
ecosystem uplift

• Where: Regional land-use/land 
ownership and landscape suitability

• When: 2030, 2050, 2100

Regulatory policy and recommendations 

which guide and align ecosystem 

restoration planning activities and public 

funding:
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Delta Plan 

Delta 

Reform Act

Habitat Conservation Plans, 

Recovery Plans, Conservation Plans

City and County General Plans

Enabling legislation

State comprehensive plan with regulatory 

effect; coordinates and directs state and local 

agency actions

Regional conservation plans 

set goals for species and 

habitat recovery

Local government comprehensive 

plan sets long-range conservation 

goals and priorities

Restoration Plans, Projects, Processes 
(examples: EcoRestore, YB/CS Partnership, Central Delta Corridor Planning Partnership)

Local or regional plans, 

projects, or processes 

that identify restoration 

opportunities and 

projects

Hierarchy of Restoration and Conservation Planning Efforts



A Path Forward: Policy Approaches Discussed at the August 
Council Meeting
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• Achieve the Delta Reform Act vision 
for the ecosystem – Go beyond 
mitigation

• Emphasize ecosystem function

• Address sea-level rise and 
subsidence

• Leverage recovery and 
conservation plans

• Identify restoration/conservation 
opportunity regions
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Setting Direction with Regulatory Policies 
and Recommendations



Ecosystem Amendment Blueprint



Ecosystem Amendment Blueprint



Plans, Programs, and Projects – Covered Actions
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 Meets the definition of a project under California 
Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code section 
21065)

 Will occur, in whole or in part, within the boundaries of the 
Delta or Suisun Marsh

 Will be carried out, approved, or funded by the State or a 
local public agency

 Will have a significant impact on the achievement of one or 
both of the coequal goals or the implementation of a 
government-sponsored flood control program to reduce risks 
to people, property, and State interests in the Delta.

What is a Covered Action:
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Proposed changes to the physical habitat aspects of policies and 
recommendations: ER P1, ER R1
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Proposed changes to the physical habitat aspects of policies and 
recommendations: ER P1, ER R1



21

Proposed changes to the physical habitat aspects of policies and 
recommendations: ER P2
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Proposed changes to the physical habitat aspects of policies and 
recommendations: ER P2
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Proposed changes to the physical habitat aspects of policies and 
recommendations: ER P2

Appendix 3:

Current content:

• Excerpt from the 2011 draft of the Ecosystem Restoration 

Program Conservation Strategy.

• Provides methods for original habitat elevation map

• Highlights vision and priority actions for CDFW’s Stage II 

Ecosystem Restoration Program funding:

• Delta Agricultural Lands

• Delta Upland Areas

• Dune Scrub Habitat

• Delta and Suisun Marsh Intertidal Areas 

Proposed updates:

• Mapping Methods

• Climate considerations and scientific updates 

to targeted natural community accounts

• Information needs & implementation 

considerations



ER P2 – Restore Habitats at Appropriate Elevations

( 24

)

Update Appendix 4:
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Proposed changes to the physical habitat aspects of policies and 
recommendations: ER P3
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Proposed changes to the physical habitat aspects of policies and 
recommendations: ER P3
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Proposed changes to the physical habitat aspects of policies and 
recommendations: ER P3

Update Appendix 5:
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Proposed changes to the physical habitat aspects of policies and 
recommendations: ER P4
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Proposed changes to the physical habitat aspects of policies and 
recommendations: ER P4
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Proposed changes to the physical habitat aspects of policies and 
recommendations: ER P4
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Proposed changes to the physical habitat aspects of policies and 
recommendations: ER R2
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Proposed changes to the physical habitat aspects of policies and 
recommendations: ER R2
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Proposed changes to the physical habitat aspects of policies and 
recommendations: ER P6



Discussion
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